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“A little bit of myself goes

into every job.”
Michael VerBrugge,

President,
Moraga Resident

925.631.1055

www.MVCRemodeling.com
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Specializing in kitchens & bathrooms.
All forms residential remodel/repair.
Lic# 681593
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Clean | Courteous | Conscientious

On-time | Trustworthy | Local References
Full design team resources available

MicHAEL VERBRUGGE
CONSTRUCTION INC,
General Contractor
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« 925-376-1118

Lic 8 9746518

CALL TOM
FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing'’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get
rid of rats, mice and other rodents.

GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount
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Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento EXFEQIENCE Ya0 CAN TROST
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REAL ESTATE BROKER

——=(CLARKTHOMPSON=—

VILLAGE ASSOCIATES

Office: 925-254-8585
Cell: 925-998-7898

www.clarkthompson.com
ct@clarkthompson.com
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Behind the scenes — protecting Lafayette

... continued from page Al

In 2014, we added the requirements
to have vehicles blocking all of the
roads so no one could ram through
— we also added aerial over-flights
to look for people on roofs, etc. We
have added using the drone, but
that’s because we now have that
technology here for us to use. Prior
to every big event, we ask for an
analysis of the event by our friends
at the FBI and our local intelligence
unit.”

Christensen explained that the
police plan for all types of poten-
tial incidents during public events.
“Medical problems, snipers, bomb-
ing, fire, all the things that could
occur — so we have a plan to start
with.”

Christensen notes that in La-
fayette the Public Safety Commit-
tee also plays a big part in readi-
ness and planning. He says that
members of the committee, includ-
ing council members Cam Burks
and Ivor Samson, are all part of the
“public safety team” and play an
active role in operations, especially
during large-scale events.

“I’ll admit it, when I report
to some people about what we do
they roll their eyes,” the chief ac-
knowledges. “A great example is
the drone flyovers. We use a FLIR
(thermal imaging) device on our
drone to survey all of the rooftops

and the areas that overlook the pub-
lic event. I do this so I know there
is no one that can cause harm.”

But he says, “The day after the
Las Vegas shooting I got an email
from one of the organizers of the
Art and Wine Festival thanking us
for being proactive in our security
plan.”

Together with the PSC, Chris-
tensen says they continue to look
for ways in which they can be bet-
ter prepared. Three weeks before
the North Bay fires, Lafayette host-
ed an evacuation workshop. “One
of my current concerns raised by
the North Bay fires is vulnerable
populations. FEMA estimates that
30 percent of people will need as-
sistance in getting out during an
evacuation. We are currently devel-
oping a local registry where people
who know they are going to need
help can tell us up front — so we
know where to send help when we
need to evacuate an area.”

Pointing for examples to the
Las Vegas shooting and the North
Bay fires, Christensen says the po-
lice need to develop a better way
to communicate with the public.
“We have now begun testing dif-
ferent ways that we can use pub-
lic address systems to tell a crowd
(public gatherings) and a neighbor-
hood (community alerting) what to

do. In a crowd, I need to be able to
tell people what to do and where to
go. In a neighborhood, I have to be
able to wake people up with a mo-
bile siren system and tell them to
get out.”

Christensen says his officers
react to incidents as they occur
as well. “On Halloween, we have
some streets with a lot of kids on
them. After the New York thing,
we added some officers to vari-
ous areas of the city for the night,”
he said, referring to a driver who
ploughed into a crowd in New York
City just hours earlier on the same
day. “I am fortunate that we have
the flexibility to do this.”

Community events provide the
police with a great opportunity for
training using all their resources.
“When we use things like the drone,
we get more familiar and proficient
with the equipment. That makes
us better when we need to use the
equipment for an emergency.”

Burks appreciates such a pro-
active chief. “He is innovative
and pragmatic and I continue to be
impressed with the skills and sub-
ject matter expertise he brings to
the table, commensurate with the
evolving security environment. He
manages the safety of our commu-
nity exceptionally well and he has
my complete confidence.”

JULIE DEL SANTO

BROKER/OWNER THE CHURCHILL TEAM

SERETA: 925.998.4441

RANDY 925.787.4622
CALBRE 00524249/01138237

JOHN FONDNAZIO

925.818.5500

CALBRE 01290985

JANET POWELL

925.876.2399
CALBRE 01973545

925.817.9053

CALBRE 01938194

JON WOOD PROPERTIES KAILEY GRAZIANO
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JON WOOD: 925.383.5384

HOLLY SIBLEY: 925.451.3105
CALBRE 01474293/01435618

925.404.4361
CALBRE 01968803

LAURIE HIGGINS LISA TICHENOR

925.876.7968

CALBRE 01322819

MATT McLEOD

925.285.1093

CALBRE 01478540

SHERRY HUTCHENS

925.464.6500

CALBRE 01310057

TERESA ZOCCHI

925.212.7617

CALBRE 01320608

TINA FRECHMAN
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925.360.8662 925.915.0851

287 LARK LANE, ALAMO

DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP

3295 FAIRHOLM COURT, LAFAYET

DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP

THE CHURCHILL TEAM

TINA FRECHMAN

DUDUM REAL ESTATE GROUP

PROFESSIONALISM. INTEGRITY. RESULTS.
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NEW CONSTRUCTION! 3366 KIM RD., LAFAYETTE CALL FOR PRICE

1029 HAMPTON ROAD, LAFAYETTE

$3,595,000

AL

925.284.1400

$1,350,000
i

925.284.1400

925.998.4441 / 925.787.4622

JOHN FONDNAZIO

TERESA ZOCCHI TEAM

SHERRY HUTCHENS

11321 CANON VISTA AVENUE, SAN JOSE

123 BELVEDERE DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK

1054 SPRINGFIELD DRIVE, WALNUT CREEK

284 SCOFIELD DRIVE, MORAGA

$2,699,000

925.817.9053

$1,209,988
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925.360.8662

$1,175,000

925.212.7617

$1,276,000
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